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Detection of Similar Answers to Avoid Duplicate Question in
Retrieval-based Automatic Question Generation

Yong-Seok Choi" - Kong Joo Lee™

ABSTRACT

In this paper, we propose a method to find the most similar answer to the user's response from the question-answer database in order
to avoid generating a redundant question in retrieval-based automatic question generation system. As a question of the most similar
answer to user's response may already be known to the user, the question should be removed from a set of question candidates. A
similarity detector calculates a similarity between two answers by utilizing the same words, paraphrases, and sentential meanings.
Paraphrases can be acquired by building a phrase table used in a statistical machine translation. A sentential meaning’s similarity of two
answers is calculated by an attention-based convolutional neural network. We evaluate the accuracy of the similarity detector on an
evaluation set with 100 answers, and can get the 71% Mean Reciprocal Rank (MRR) score.

Keywords : Question-Answer Database, Automatic Question Generation, Similar Answer Detection
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(System) Q1: What is daemon thread?

Ul: Daemon thread is a low | U2 Daemon thread can be

priority thread, which runs in created by setDaemon method.
the back

collection is done in daemon.

ground.  Garbage

(System) Candidates of next Question:

(1) What is a parent thread of daemon?

(2) Which method is used to create the daemon thread?

(3) What is the example of daemon thread?

(4) What is a thread?

(5) What about the daemon threads?

Fig. 1. Example of System’s Question and User's Answers
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Fig. 2. The Overview of the Automatic Question
Generation System
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(a) A graph is a collection of objects called vertices whe
re some pairs of objects are connected by links calle
d edges.

(b) A graph is a set of objects where some pairs of obje
cts are connected by links.
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Table 1. Example of the Paraphrase Table

Si Sj score(s;;s;)
speech service option | voice service option 0.978723
interior core inner core 0.949153
be in relation associate with 0.940260
aggregator collector 0.927419
diverse composition various component 0.923077
higher likelihood high probability 0.923077
arbitrary number of any number of 0.918033
monitoring apparatus monitoring device 0.909091
be prone to tend to 0.872570
gratitude to you thank you 0.853846
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Fig. 3. Similarity Function Between Sentences Using
Paraphrases [15]
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Table 2. Examples of Quora Datasets

Q: Which is the best, JavaScript or Bootstrap?

Al: Javascript is a programming language. Bootstrap is (in the web dev context) a CSS framework. You are comparing cars
with oranges.

1 A2: JavaScript is the scripting language used for multiple purposes for web applications and sometimes in desktop applications
as well. Whereas Bootstrap is a framework for making responsive web sites.

A3: Well, first of all both are different things for different purpose. We use JavaScript as client side scripting language. And

bootstrap is used to make website responsive etc.

Q: What are the similarities in a database and data warehouse?
Al: Data warehouse or DWH is an enterprise scale database. Concept of DWH is mainly used for analytical processing while
database can be considered as a part of transactional processing.

A2: The key is that databases are primarily used to store data while data warehouses are used for data analysis.
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Fig. 4. Attention-Based Convolutional Neural Networks
Structure [19]

Table 3. Database of Questions and Answers
Attenm = euc(FAu’T[z',:], FAC’T[j,:]) (7)

Domain Number of
Py Fyey €1 o Question-Answers
) ) C/C++/C#/Java Programming language 885
T5 "ol&d 7FEX(W, W)E #H3le] 5 2 (At ; —
] Other Programming languages 1,155
tention Feature Map)& W& 98 &4 F5 24 B Database 0
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Table 4. Examples of Questions and Answers

Domain Question Answer
Method overloading in Java occurs when two or more methods in the same class
What is Function Overriding and have the exact same name, but different parameters. On the other hand, method
Java Overloading in Java ? overriding is defined as the case when a child class redefines the same method
as a parent class
C What is the difference between method | Method parameters must be different in method overloading whereas it must be
overloading and method overriding in C#? | same in method overriding.
C How C# supports static polymorphism? Static polymorphism. They are: Function overloading Operator overloading
C What is polymorphism? In ob.ject*oriented progrm@ing paradigm, polymorphism is often expressed as
‘one interface, multiple functions’.
Can we override a method by using same | The basic condition of method overriding is that method name, arguments as
Java method name and arguments but different | well as return type must he exactly same as is that of the method being
return types? overridden.
Can we use different return types for|The basic requirement of method overriding in Java is that the
Java methods when overridden? overridden method should have same name, and parameters
Database What are the advantages of using a Modularity Easy to design the applications Better performance Hiding
package? information Added functionality Overloading
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Adagrad® AF&#t) learning rate®t 12 norme 0.083%

0.0004% H7g3F3Art.

3) https://code.google.com/archive/p/word2vec/
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Table 6. Evaluation Results W Hewns vl Ao Ao Ak AlzgE A
879 o7 vshe welstel AR AASHA wow AE
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(3) sentence 59.08 67.97 B8 s 9ot Alexte] $9d) g FARE S-S
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Table 7. Examples of the Most Similar Answer from QA Database
Th t simil
Answer in Evaluation Set ¢ ir:o; As;r)r:tz)aaszswer Question
cover query make the execution of the query faster
a query be cover if all the column it use come because md.eX l?e store in RAM. or sequentially
. located on disk. it make the execution of the query .
from one or more index. cover query be genera what be the importance of

1ly consider favorable because datum access thr

ough the index can be more efficient .

faster . cover query make the field be cover in the
index itself, MongoDB can match the query condition
as well as return the result field use the same index

without look inside the document.

covered query ?

use a stack when you want to get thing out in
the reverse order than you put they in.

stack follow LIFO method and addition and retrieval
of a datum item take only o -lrb- n -rrb- time.
stack be use where we need to access datum in the
reverse order or they arrival. stack be use commonly
in recursive function call, expression parsing, depth
first traversal of graph etc.

why do we use stack ?

MapReduce operation typically split the input d
atum set into fully independent chunk by map
operation. the framework sort the output of the

map and process they by reduce operation.

map : in Hadoop , a map be a phase in hdfs query
solve. a map read datum from a input location, and
output a key value pair accord to the input type .
Reducer : in Hadoop, a reducer collect the output
generate by the mapper, process it, and create a final

output of its own .

"" and what be

in Hadoop ?

what be ‘' map

w r

reducer

6) https://stanfordnlp.github.io/CoreNLP/
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Table 8. The Most Top-10 Similar Questions Found by the Similarity Functions

Answer A’ in
Evaluation Set

The most top-10 similar questions

QO0: what be a foreign key ?

a foreign key be a Q1 how can you build a relationship between the different database in access ?
column in a relational Q2: define one-to-one relationship while design table .
database table that Q3

provide a link between
datum in two table.
because it refer to the
primary key of another
table, it act as a
cross-reference

table ?

. which element of hbm.xml define map the unique id attribute in class to the primary key of the database

Q4: what type of relationship can be form between different datum ?

Q5: which element of hbm.xml be use to map a Java class property to a column in the database table ?
Q6: how many primary key can be declare on a table ?

Q7: what be pl/sql table ? why it be use ?

between the table. Q8 what do you mean by Free form import in Sqoop ?

Q9: what be Inf ?

QO: define friend function .

a friend function of a

Q1: there be two class name classa and classb. both class be in the same package. can a private member of
classa can be access by a object of classb ?

class be define outside | Q2 what be the role of protected access specifier ?

the scope of the class, | Q3 what do Scope Resolution operator ?

but have permission to | Q4: define the private, protected and public in C++ ?
access all private and Q5: what be scope of a private member variable of a c# class ?
protected member of Q6: what be the purpose of a access specifier in C# ?

the class. Q7: what be a friend function ?

Q8 what be scope of a public member variable of a c# class ?
Q9: what be the C++ access specifier ?

Q1: what be cloud computing ?

Q0: what be the security benefit of cloud computing ?

user can extend service | Q2¢ what do you mean by software as a service ?

to they need, customize | Q3: what be a cloud ?
application, and access
cloud service from

Q4: what be the usage of utility computing ?
Q5: what be Controller in Spring MVC framework ?

anywhere through a Q6: what be the purpose of Service Requestor in web Service architecture ?
internet connection. Q7: what be the purpose of Service Provider in web Service architecture ?

Q8: what be IIS ?

Q9: what be the different layer in cloud computing ? explain working of they.
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<Appendix>
Evaluation Set (in part)
Questions Q Answers A in QA database Answers A’ in Evaluation Set
Ql: It is a type of arithmetical error. It is happen when

What is an overflow
error?

the result of an arithmetical operation been greater
than the actual space provided by the system.

An error that occurs when the computer attempts to
handle a number that is too large for it.

Q2

What is structure?

Structure is a user—-defined data type that allows to
store multiple types of data in a single unit. It
occupies the sum of memory of all members.

A structure is another user—-defined data type that can
combine different kinds of data items. The structure is

used to represent records.

Q3:
When to use a DOM4]
Parser?

You should use a DOM4]J parser when — You need
to know a lot about the structure of a document
You need to move parts of the document around
(you might want to sort certain elements, for
example) You need to use the information in the
document more than once You are a java developer
and want to leverage java optimized parsing of
XML.

DOMA4] provides Java developers the flexibility and easy
maintainability of XML parsing code.

Q4:
What is deadlock?

Deadlock is a situation when two threads are
waiting on each other to release a resource. Each
thread waiting for a resource which is held by the
other waiting thread.

A deadlock occurs when there is a circular chain of
threads which each hold a locked resource and are trying
to lock a resource held by the next element in the chain.

Q5:
How to delete a session
in servlet?

When you are done with a user’s session data, you
have several options: Remove a particular attribute:
You can call public void removeAttribute(String
name) method to delete the value associated with a
particular key. Delete the whole session: You can
call public void invalidate() method to discard an
entire session. Setting Session timeout: You can
call public void setMaxInactivelnterval(int interval)
method to set the timeout for a session individually.
Log the user out: The servers that support servlets
2.4, you can call logout to log the client out of the
Web server and invalidate all sessions belonging to
all the users.

By calling invalidate() method on session object, we can
destroy the session.

Q6:
What is the purpose of
using COMMIT in DB2?

COMMIT is used to change the data permanently.
It also allows to access data by other applications
that can reference the committed data.

The COMMIT the

transaction and ensures that changes made in the

statement terminates current

transaction are persistent.

QT:

How is MongoDB better
than other SQL
databases?

MongoDB allows a highly flexible and scalable
document structure. For e.g. one data document in
MongoDB can have five columns and the other one
in the same collection can have ten columns. Also,
MongoDB database are faster as compared to SQL
databases due to efficient indexing and storage
techniques.

MongoDB uses dynamic schemas, meaning that you can
create records without first defining the structure, such
as the fields or the types of their values.

Q8

What happens to the
data stored in
Memcached when server
accidently gets shut
down?

In Memcached, data is not permanently stored. It is
not a durable data so, if the server is shut down or
restarted then all the data stored in Memcached
will be deleted.

Memcached is a memory caching system that store data
and objects in RAM, so if you restart the server you will
lost the information.




